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mass shootings

• 4 or more people injured or murdered in a single incident
• rare overall, yet numbers are on the rise
• by far more frequent in the US than other countries

 372 mass shootings in 2015
 140 as of May 13, 2016



mental illness
gun control



mental illness

There is a link between mental illness and violence

• People with mental illness are far more likely to be victims of 
violence than perpetrators (Appleby, et al., 2001)

• People with severe mental illnesses are 2.5 times more likely to 
be attacked, mugged, or raped than the general population 
(Hiday et al, 1999)

The general public believes people with mental illness are 
prone to violence

 The majority of people with mental illness are not violent 
(Appelbaum 2006)

 The majority of perpetrators of mass shootings do not have 
diagnosed mental illnesses (Metzl and MacLeish, 2015)

 Rates of mental illness are stable globally … gun violence is not



gun control

There is a link between gun control and mass shootings

• More than ¾ of the guns used in mass shootings over the last 
three decades were obtained legally (Follman et al., 2014)

• More guns, more shootings
• 89 guns per 100 residents in the US (highest in the world)
• Number is on the rise – estimated there will be a firearm for every person 

in the US by 2020



gun control

Comparison to other countries is illustrative

• Switzerland and Israel have compulsory military services for 
large segments of their populations (Klein, 2012; Rosenbaum, 2012)

• homicide rate in both countries is 4X lower than the US 
• lower rates of gun ownership and stricter gun laws
• Israel rejects roughly 40% of gun permit applicants
• Gun owners are required to leave gun on base (Israel) or in 

depots (Switzerland) 
 Guns are generally not in the household

• Canada has high rates of gun ownership, but low rates of gun 
violence (Small Arms Survey, 2007)

• Canadian gun owners are more likely to own hunting guns as 
opposed to hand guns or assault weapons

• Handgun and rifle imports are on the rise in the US (Krouse, 2012)
 Not just about gun control, but gun culture



what’s missing?

?ender.Gender.
(white manhood)*

*All but one of the mass murders committed in the US over the last 30 years 
have been perpetrated by men, 90% of whom were white



patriarchy
• male dominated
• male identified
• male centered
 oppression of women
 men’s violence against women
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manhood acts

acts that signify:

“…a capacity to exert control over one’s self, 
the environment, and others.” 

~Doug Schrock and Michael Schwalbe



manhood
strong
tough

emotionless
rational

independent
breadwinner

successful
(hetero)sexually promiscuous

(hetero)sexually aggressive
violent

intimidating
respected

angry
in control



compensatory manhood  social identity threat

violence is a “manhood resource”

violence is not just a resource …

… it is the resource. 



POWER 
AND 

CONTROL

using 
coercion and 

threats

using 
intimidation

using 
emotional 

abuse

using 
isolation

minimizing, 
denying, and 
blaming

using 
children

using male 
privilege

using 
economic 
abuse





the aggrieved entitlement of “angry white men”

“It was easy to kill her, she had ruined my life.”
~Christopher O’Kroley

(2016, Wisconsin)

Shot and killed Caroline Nosal after she complained 
to her manager about O’Kroley’s frequent harassment 

and he was suspended.

He legally bought a gun the day he was suspended.



the aggrieved entitlement of “angry white men”

“You’re all a bunch of feminists. I hate feminists!”
~Marc Lépine

(1989, Montreal)

28 people murdered, 14 women 
(the men he killed interfered)

Suicide note included a kill-list of 19 women:

“Would you take note that if I commit suicide today, 
it’s not for economic reasons [but] for political reasons…. 

I have decided to send the feminists 
who have always ruined my life to their Maker.”



the aggrieved entitlement of “angry white men”

Elliot Rodgers 
(2014, Isla Vista, CA)

6 people killed

“College is the time when everyone experiences those things 
such as sex and fun and pleasure. But in those years 

I’ve had to rot in loneliness. It’s not fair. 
You girls have never been attracted to me. 

I don’t know why you girls aren’t attracted to me. 
But I will punish you all for it.”

“I will enter the hottest sorority house of UCSB, 
and I will slaughter every single spoiled stuck up blonde slut 

I see inside there...The true Alpha Male.”



pornography as manhood act

My friends and I share a membership so we can all 
watch it together. It’s like they get all these girls who 
are like 19 or 20, and they’re just walking around 
town, going to the mall, and some of them are going 
to classes at college for god’s sake, and then these 
guys offer ‘em some money and they like are naked 
and sucking and fucking these guys they don’t even 
know, and loving it, for like a couple of hundred 
bucks. Un-fucking-believable. We’re all like, “oh, 
bang that bitch!” and “fuck that little ho.” And 
they’re like college girls! It’s like so cool! Why aren’t 
they like that here in Amherst?

~Greg, 22 year old senior at UMass (Guyland)



“[W]atching these girls’ sexual humiliation 
is a way to level the playing field just a little bit.”

~Michael Kimmel 



missing the mark



Of the 57% of mass shootings that involved an intimate partner or another family member, 
81% of the victims were women and children.



• women are 11 times more likely to be murdered with guns in the US 
than in all other developed countries

• over the past 25 years, more intimate partner homicides in the U.S. have 
been committed with guns than with all other weapons combined.

• a gun present in a domestic violence situation increases the risk of 
homicide for women by 500%

• gun control measures:
 prohibit abusers and stalkers from buying or possessing guns
 require background checks for all gun sales
 create processes and procedures to ensure that abusers and stalkers 

surrender the guns already in their possession

• in states that require background checks for all handgun sales, there are 
38% fewer women shot to death by intimate partners

… but there are loopholes … 



• federal law does nothing to keep guns out of the hands of abusive 
dating partners or convicted stalkers
 more women in the US are killed by dating partners than spouses

• In 35 states, state law does not prohibit all people convicted of 
misdemeanor domestic violence and all people subject to restraining 
orders from buying guns

• Federal law (and most state law) allows abusers and stalkers to evade 
gun restrictions by purchasing guns from unlicensed, private sellers
 1 in 4 prohibited purchasers seeking guns online had a previous 

domestic violence arrest

• 41 states do not require prohibited domestic abusers to relinquish guns 
they already own



men’s violence against women

1 in 6 women victimized … 

how many men are victimizing?

Campus Serial Rapists Assumption (Lisak et al., 2002)
• 6.4% of college men are rapists (1 in 16 men)
• 63% of these men were “repeat rapists”
 3% of college men are responsible for 91% of rapes



Swartout et al.’s longitudinal correction (2015)
• FBI definition of rape

 “penetration, no matter how slight, of the vagina or anus with any 
body part or object, or oral penetration by a sex organ of another 
person, without the consent of the victim”

• only completed acts included
• 2 largest existing longitudinal datasets on college men’s 

sexual violence (collected 15 years apart)

• 10.8% of men had committed at least one rape from age 
14 to the end of college (1 in 9)

• 73% of men who committed rape did so during 1 
academic year

• 4 out of 5 rapists will be missed if our focus is only on 
“serial rapists”
 focusing on serial rapists pathologizes rape 

as something “bad” men do, instead of normalizing rape
as something “any” man can do



“Only” 1 in 9 men admit to behaviors 
that meet the legal definition of rape; but …

Edwards et al. (2014)

“if nobody would ever know 
and there wouldn’t be any consequences…’’ 

• “rape a woman” 
 13.6%

• “force a woman to engage in sexual intercourse” 
 31.7%
 report a low degree of hostility toward women but 

callous sexual attitudes
 “benevolent sexism”
 “mobilizing rape” (Pascoe and Hollander, 2015)



 gun violence is a gendered phenomenon

 gun violence, particularly mass shootings, is directly 
connected to men’s violence against women and 
intimate partner violence

 gun control matters, but so does gun culture

 we have to address and challenge violence –
including gun violence – as a normative component 
of patriarchal manhood 

Take home/office/street points:


